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Brussels, 5 December 2011: Following several months of significant 
disparity between trends in passenger and freight traffic, the October figures 
of airport traffic in Europe reveal a significant slowdown in European 
passenger traffic growth. The overall passenger traffic at European airports 
increased by +3.4% in October 2011 compared with October 2010 - half 
the growth rate airports saw in September. Meanwhile the entrenchment of 
overall freight traffic in negative figures continued, with European airports 
registering a decrease of -4.9% in October 2011 when compared with the 
corresponding month in 2010. The overall figure for movements at European 
airports increased +1.3% in October 2011 when compared with October 
2010. 
 
Airports welcoming more than 25 million passengers per year (Group 1), 
airports welcoming between 10 and 25 million passengers (Group 2), airports 
welcoming between 5 and 10 million passengers (Group 3) and airports 
welcoming less than 5 million passengers per year (Group 4) reported an 
average increase/decrease of +3.1%, +2.7%, +5.1% and +4.0% 
respectively when compared with October 2010. The same comparison of 
October 2011 with October 2009 demonstrates an average increase of 
+10.8%, +13.6%, +16.9% and +4.0% respectively. 
 
Examples of airports that experienced the highest increase in passenger 
traffic per group, when comparing October 2011 with October 2010, include:  
 
Group 1 airports – Istanbul IST (+19.8%), Barcelona (+9.5%), 

Amsterdam (+6.8%) and Paris ORY (+4.5%)   
 
Group 2 airports – Moscow SVO (+10.2%), Istanbul SAW (+10.0%), 
   Helsinki (+9.6%), and Stockholm ARN (+9.0%) 
 

Group 3 airports – Venice (+33.7%), Kiev (+20.1%),    
   Ibiza (+19.7%) and Tenerife TFS (+14.5%) 
 

Group 4 airports – Vilnius (+51.0%), Bourgas (+49.7%),    
   Tallinn (+37.0%) and Tirana (+29.2%).  
 
The 'ACI EUROPE Airport Traffic Report - October 2011' includes 171 
airports in total. These airports represent approximately 88% of European 
passenger traffic. 

ENDS 
 
The ACI EUROPE Airport Traffic Report is a dedicated service for journalists available in the 
password protected ‘Airport Traffic Report’ section of the ‘Media room’ on our website www.aci-
europe.org. Accredited members of the media may also access additional traffic analysis and 
comprehensive traffic databases. For your password to access these sections, please contact us 
by e-mail at: communique@aci-europe.org. Your request will be validated and the password 
will be e-mailed to your work address. 

 
For additional information, please contact: 
 

Robert O’Meara, Communications Manager, ACI EUROPE at  
e-mail: robert.omeara@aci-europe.org, tel: +32 (0)2 552 09 82  
or mobile: +32 (0)486 54 14 71 
 
ACI EUROPE is the European region of Airports Council International (ACI), the only 

worldwide professional association of airport operators. ACI EUROPE represents over 400 

airports in 46 European countries. Member airports handle 90% of commercial air traffic 

in Europe, welcoming nearly 1.5 billion passengers each year.  
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