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Passenger growth weakening, freight 
receding again during November 
 

For immediate release     9 January 2012 
 

Brussels, 9 January 2012: Both passenger and freight traffic at European 

airports continued to weaken significantly during November 2011. The overall 

passenger traffic saw an increase of +2.8% compared with November 2010 

while freight traffic among European airports decreased by -5.5% in the same 

comparison. The overall figure for movements at European airports was -0.2% 

in November 2011 when compared with November 2010. 

 

Olivier Jankovec, Director General, ACI EUROPE commented “Since last 

summer, traffic at European airports has increasingly reflected the impact of 

the sovereign debt crises and the slow-down of the world economy. While full 

2011 figures will remain positive for passenger traffic, the entrenched 

decrease for freight has already wiped out all previous growth for the year. 

Prospects for 2012 are worrisome, with passenger traffic decreasing in 13 

national markets as of November compared to just 4 in September.”    

 

Airports welcoming more than 25 million passengers per year (Group 1), 

airports welcoming between 10 and 25 million passengers (Group 2), airports 

welcoming between 5 and 10 million passengers (Group 3) and airports 

welcoming less than 5 million passengers per year (Group 4) reported an 

average increase of +2.6%, +2.9%, +2.1% and +4.1% respectively when 

compared with November 2010. The same comparison of November 2011 

with November 2009 demonstrates an average increase of +9.7%, +10.9%, 

+8.5% and +11.2% respectively. 

 

Examples of airports that experienced the highest increases in passenger 

traffic per group, when comparing November 2011 with November 2010, 

include:  

 

GROUP 1 Airports – Istanbul IST (+18.7%), Barcelona BCN (+6.3%),                 

Munich (+5.2%), Frankfurt (+4.3%) & Paris ORY (+2.9%) 

GROUP 2 Airports – Antalya (+21.8%), Moscow SVO (+18.1%), Oslo 

(+8.4%), Stockholm ARN (+7.9%) & Berlin TXL (+6.3%) 

GROUP 3 Airports – Venice (+36.5%), Tenerife (+13.7%), Izmir ADB 

(+11.8%), Gran Canaria (+9.2%) & Budapest (+8.1%)  

GROUP 4 Airports – Bourgas (+228.3%), Liege (+55.9%), Vilnius               

(+53.2%), Chambery (+41%) & Tallinn (+39.3%) 

 
The 'ACI EUROPE Airport Traffic Report – November 2011' includes 166 

airports in total.  

 

ENDS 

 
The ACI EUROPE Airport Traffic Report is a dedicated service for journalists available in the 
password protected ‘Airport Traffic Report’ section of the ‘Media room’ on our website www.aci-
europe.org. Accredited members of the media may also access additional traffic analysis and 
comprehensive traffic databases. For your password to access these sections, please contact us 
by e-mail at: communique@aci-europe.org. Your request will be validated and the password 
will be e-mailed to your work address. 

 

For additional information, please contact: 

 

Robert O’Meara, Communications Manager, ACI EUROPE at  

e-mail: robert.omeara@aci-europe.org, tel: +32 (0)2 552 09 82  

or mobile: +32 (0)486 54 14 71 
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ACI EUROPE is the European region of Airports Council International (ACI), the 

only worldwide professional association of airport operators. ACI EUROPE 

represents over 400 airports in 46 European countries. Member airports handle 

90% of commercial air traffic in Europe, welcoming nearly 1.5 billion passengers 

each year.  


