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European passenger traffic relapses, 
down -9.1% in May 2009 
 
For immediate release     10 July 2009 
 

Brussels, 10 July 2008: After signs of slowing in the decline in air traffic 
during April, mainly due to the timing of Easter this year, the overall 
passenger traffic at European airports relapsed back to a heavier 
decrease of -9.1% in May 2009 compared with May 2008. The overall 
freight traffic among European airports showed some improvement on 
previous months, but still down -20.1% in May 2009 when compared 
with the corresponding month in 2008. The overall figure for movements 
at European airports decreased -8.5% in May 2009 when compared with 
May 2008. 
 
The accumulated figure for passenger traffic January to May 2009 
decreased by -10.1% compared with the corresponding period 2008. The 
accumulated figure for freight traffic during January to May decreased 
by -24.0% and movements decreased by -9.5% during the 
corresponding period when compared with 2008. 
 
Airports welcoming more than 25 million passengers per year (Group 1), 
airports welcoming between 10 and 25 million passengers (Group 2), 
airports welcoming between 5 and 10 million passengers (Group 3) and 
airports welcoming less than 5 million passengers per year (Group 4) 
reported an average decrease of -8.0%, -10.5%, -8.9% and -9.2% 
respectively when compared with May 2008. The same comparison of May 
2009 with May 2007 demonstrates an average decrease of -4.4%,-6.5%, 
-4.9% and -5.2% respectively.  
 
Exceptional examples of airports that experienced an increase in 
passenger traffic per group, when comparing May 2009 with May 2008, 
include: 
 
• Group 2 airports – Milan MXP (+2.3%) 
 
• Group 3 airports – Marseille (+10.9%), Milan BGY (+8.5%),  

Rome CIA (+1.7%) and Edinburgh (+1.5%) 
 
• Group 4 airports – Charleroi (+25.9%) Bologna (+15.7%),  

Bergen (+12.5%) and Riga (+10.0%) 
 

ENDS 
_______________________ 

 
* Note(s) to editors 
 
The 'ACI EUROPE Airport Traffic Report - May 2009' includes 105 

airports in total.  

 

The ACI EUROPE Airport Traffic Report is a dedicated service for journalists 

available in the password protected ‘Traffic statistics’ section of the ‘Media 

room’ on our website www.aci-europe.org. Accredited members of the 

media may also access additional traffic analysis and comprehensive traffic 

databases. For your password to access these sections, please contact 

Maria Karananou by tel: +32 (0)2 552 0979 or by e-mail at:  

maria.karananou@aci-europe.org. Your request will be validated and 

the password will be e-mailed to your work address. 
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For more information, please contact  
 

Robert O’Meara, Communications Manager, ACI EUROPE at  
e-mail: robert.omeara@aci-europe.org, tel: +32 (0)2 552 09 82  
or mobile: +32 (0)486 54 14 71 
 

ACI EUROPE is the European region of Airports Council International (ACI), the only 

worldwide professional association of airport operators. ACI EUROPE represents over 

400 airports in 46 European countries. Member airports handle 90% of commercial air 

traffic in Europe, welcoming over nearly 1.5 billion passengers each year.  


