
 

 

 
 
 
Press Release: For immediate release – 24 November 2009 
 

EUROCONTROL and ACI EUROPE report on roll-out of jo int programme 
to combat airport congestion and reduce fuel burn a nd CO2 emissions  
 
Barcelona, 24 November 2009: EUROCONTROL and ACI EUROPE’s 

collaboration to increase operational efficiencies at European airports is already 

making progress with more than 30 airports so far engaged in the programme. 

Airport Collaborative Decision-Making (A-CDM), directly links airports into the Air 

Traffic Management network and gives users access to a range of operational 

data allowing them to make their operations more efficient. Successful 

implementation leads to significant reduction in CO2 emissions, which in turn 

helps airlines save fuel.   

 

A-CDM is a major part of the Memorandum of Understanding agreed in October 

2008, between ACI EUROPE and EUROCONTROL. Since then, they have jointly led 

this programme, helping airports overcome the technological challenges of A-CDM 

implementation. The sharing of accurate and timely data between Air Traffic 

Management and airport operators, airlines, ground handlers and service 

providers involves investment in new systems and working methods. 

 

Building on the results achieved so far, the new aim is to engage a total 60 

airports in the Airport-Collaborative Decision-Making programme, by the end of 

2010. 

 

Speaking at the ACI EUROPE Airport Exchange event1 taking place this year in 

Barcelona, David McMillan, Director General of EUROCONTROL said “The 

environmental balance has clearly tipped from awareness and acknowledgement 

to concrete actions resulting in a willingness to adopt substantive changes to 

operational procedures. A-CDM and other initiatives such as continuous descent 

approaches are good examples of what can be achieved when a number of 

stakeholders work together in partnership.”  

 

Olivier Jankovec, Director General ACI EUROPE said “The airport industry’s 

response to A-CDM has got off to an impressive start, allowing for more efficient 

airport operations for all stakeholders involved, in particular airlines. This is part 

of the renewed focus of European airports on efficiency, which is vital in the 

current trading conditions.”  

 

A-CDM is also an early deliverable of SESAR, the €2.1 billion Single European Sky 

Air Traffic Management Research programme launched by EUROCONTROL, the 

European Union and industry. SESAR is developing more advanced collaborative 

                                                           
1 ACI EUROPE Airport Exchange is the biggest annual industry event, grouping 8 simultaneous 

conferences, addressing the many facets and challenges of the airport business. This year’s event has 
attracted close to 1,000 delegates.  
 



decision making which will incorporate and share information such as passenger 

flows and baggage information, contributing to an enhanced global picture and a 

better aviation system for all users and citizens.  
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Note to Editors: 

 

For more information on EUROCONTROL, please contact  

Kyla Evans / Catherine De Smedt Tel: +32 2 729 50 95  

Email: press@eurocontrol.int  

Web: www.eurocontrol.int  

 

EUROCONTROL, the European Organisation for the Safety of Air Navigation, has as 

its primary objective to develop a seamless, pan-European air traffic management 

(ATM) system that fully copes with the growth in air traffic, while maintaining a 

high level of safety, reducing costs and respecting the environment. 

EUROCONTROL has 38 Member States: Albania, Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, 

France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 

Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 

Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland. On 8 October 2002, the Member States and the European 

Community signed a Protocol on the Accession of the European Community to the 

revised EUROCONTROL Convention. Pending its entry into force after ratification 

by all Parties, certain provisions of the Protocol are already being provisionally 

applied. 

 

For more information on ACI EUROPE, please contact; 

Robert O’Meara - Communications Manager,  

ACI EUROPE (Airports Council International)  

Mobile: +32 (0)486 54 14 71 or Tel: +32 (0)2 552 09 82.  

E-mail: robert.omeara@aci-europe.org 

Web: www.aci-europe.org  

 

ACI EUROPE is the European region of Airports Council International, the only 

worldwide professional association of airport operators. ACI EUROPE represents 

more than 400 airports in 46 European countries. Member airports handle 90% of 

commercial air traffic in Europe, welcoming nearly one and a half billion 

passengers each year.  

 


