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ACI joins COP31 to advance collaboration on 

airport decarbonisation worldwide 

 

Antalya, 10 November 2026: At the COP31 in Türkiye, ACI today launched Airport Partner 

Carbon Recognition, a new voluntary programme under Airport Carbon Accreditation recognising 

airport service providers for their efforts to measure, manage and reduce carbon emissions. This 

new Recognition provides a framework for airport partners to join the global airport 

decarbonisation efforts and contribute to lowering emissions across the airport site.   

The launch took place during the COP31 side event Taking Airport Climate Action to the Next Level: 

From Türkiye to the World, organised by ACI EUROPE in collaboration with Türkiye’s General 

Directorate of State Airports Authority (DHMI), Antalya Airport, İGA Istanbul Airport and YDA 

Dalaman Airport. 

Held at the Türkiye Pavilion in the COP31 Blue Zone, the event brought together airport and 

aviation representatives, government and institutional stakeholders to take stock of the progress 

achieved in airport carbon management and chart the way forward for a Net Zero aviation by 

2050. The event was opened by His Excellency, Abdulkadir Uraloğlu, Minister of Transport and 

Infrastructure of the Republic of Türkiye. 

 

New programme strengthens collaboration across the airport ecosystem 

 

Airport Partner Carbon Recognition complements Airport Carbon Accreditation by extending 

carbon management across the airport ecosystem and encouraging closer cooperation between 

airports and their service providers to address carbon. It recognises service providers’ efforts to 

measure, manage and reduce their CO2 emissions, covering Scope 1, Scope 2 and selected Scope 
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3 emissions from their own activities, while supporting airports in addressing their Scope 3 

emissions. 

 

The first partners to receive Airport Partner Carbon Recognition were: 

- BFA Antalya Havalimanları Yiyecek ve İçecek Hizmetleri A.Ş. and ATU Antalya Mağaza 

İşletmeciliği A.Ş., for its operations at Antalya Airport;  

- Bradford Swissport Limited, for its operations at Heathrow Airport;  

- SITA for its operations at Budapest Airport;  

- Joramco and Dnata, for its operating at Amman Queen Alia International Airport. 

 

Olivier Jankovec, ACI EUROPE Director General and Chair of the Airport Carbon Accreditation 

Board commented: “Airport climate action has over the years become a cornerstone of the efforts to 

reduce and manage carbon emissions from aviation. The progress in this regard has been exemplary, 

as we now boast more than 600 airports across the globe actively managing their carbon footprint. But 

airports cannot “fix” aviation’s climate impact on their own – collaboration is absolutely key. It is 

therefore with great pride that we are launching a new programme today allowing airports and their 

service providers to engage even deeper in collaboration to advance airport decarbonisation worldwide. 

Hats off to SITA, Bradford Swissport Limited, Joramco, Dnata, BFA Antalya and ATU Antalya for taking 

the leap to join the pilot programme and blaze the trail for the airport supplier community – your 

leadership is truly inspiring.” 

 

Türkiye’s airports recognised for carbon management 

The COP31 side event was an opportunity to formally recognise the recent achievements of 

Turkish airports within Airport Carbon Accreditation. 

- DHMI has 45 airports accredited under the programme, making it the airport operator 

with the largest number of accredited airports in Europe;  
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- Antalya Airport was recognised for achieving Level 4+ and İGA Istanbul Airport for Level 4 

– at these levels both airports are pursuing decarbonisation pathways fully aligned with 

the ambition of the Paris Agreement;  

- and YDA Dalaman Airport for Level 3+. 

These achievements demonstrate how airports in Türkiye keep advancing their carbon 

management efforts through structured emissions measurement, reduction measures and a 

commitment to continual improvement. 

Airport Carbon Accreditation continues to expand globally 

The Airport Carbon Accreditation Annual Report Year 17, covering the period from May 2025 to 

May 2026, was also launched during the COP31 event. The report highlights the programme’s 

continued global growth, with 636 accredited airports in 93 countries across five continents 

as of May 2026. During the reporting period, 70 airports joined the programme, while 110 

airports moved to a higher certification level, reflecting continued performance improvement. 

Key findings from the report include: 

- More airports pursuing advanced decarbonisation: A total of 121 airports worldwide 

reached Levels 4 or 4+, an increase of 23.5% compared with the previous reporting year. 

- Growth at the highest level: By the end of the reporting period, 30 airports1 had achieved 

Level 5, the programme’s highest level – which certifies airports for having achieved a net 

zero carbon balance on their scope 1 and 2 emissions and committing to achieve Net Zero 

on their scope 3 emissions. This represents a 43% increase year on year.  

- Reduced emissions: Accredited airports collectively reduced their Scope 1 and Scope 2 

emissions by 160,024 tonnes of CO₂e, a 2.6% reduction compared with the three-year 

rolling average. 
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- Lower emissions intensity: Average Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions fell to 1.47 kg of CO₂e 

per passenger and 1.29 kg of CO₂e per traffic unit. Compared with the three-year rolling 

average, these represent reductions of 22% and 19%, respectively. 

You can discover more information on Airport Partner Carbon Recognition here 

You can download the Annual Report Year 17 here  

 
1 Adelaide Airport, Amsterdam Airport Schiphol, Åre Östersund Airport, Beja Airport, Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj International Airport, Christchurch Airport, Eindhoven Airport, Göteborg Landvetter Airport, 
Helsinki Airport, Indira Gandhi International Airport, Ivalo Airport, Kempegowda International Airport, 
Kiruna Airport, Kittilä Airport, Kuusamo Airport, Lyon Airport, Madeira Airport, Malmö Airport, Naples 
International Airport, Nice Côte d’Azur Airport, Parafield Airport, Ponta Delgada Airport, Rajiv Gandhi 
International Airport, Ronneby Airport, Rotterdam The Hague Airport, Rovaniemi Airport, Salvador Bahia 
International Airport, Stockholm-Arlanda Airport, Toulon Hyères Airport, Visby Airport 

 

## ENDS ## 

 

NOTES FOR EDITORS: 

Airport Carbon Accreditation is the only institutionally endorsed global carbon management 

certification programme for airports. It independently assesses and recognises efforts to manage 

and reduce carbon emissions through seven levels of certification: Level 1 to Level 5, including 

intermediary levels 3+ and 4+. The programme accommodates airports of all sizes, from hubs and 

regional airports to general aviation and freight-focused sites. 

Relying on internationally recognised methodologies, it provides a common, site-specific 

framework with measurable milestones, allowing flexibility for national or local legal requirements 

while ensuring robust carbon management. Airport Carbon Accreditation is governed and owned 

by ACI EUROPE. 

https://www.airportcarbonaccreditation.org/about/airport-partner-carbon-recognition/
https://www.airportcarbonaccreditation.org/media/annual-reports/
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Find out more on the programme website www.airportcarbonaccreditation.org  

MEDIA CONTACT 

Theodoros Papachristou 

Airport Carbon Accreditation Communications Coordinator,  

ACI EUROPE 

Tel: +32 2 552 09 87 

Email: theodoros.papachristou@aci-europe.org  
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