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Brussels, 15 January 2019: European airport trade association ACI EUROPE 
today releases its traffic report for November 2018, during which average 
passenger traffic in geographical Europe grew by +6.4% compared with the 
same month last year – a similar rate to the previous month (+6.5%). In stark 
contrast, freight traffic went into the red, losing -1.4% - the first monthly 
decrease in 3 years.  
 
Olivier Jankovec, Director General of ACI EUROPE commented “These 
figures show that on the passenger side, demand for air transport keeps defying 
an increasingly challenging geopolitical and economic environment. But, the party 
could be ending soon. We are facing a Eurozone close to stagnation with business 
confidence now at a 4-year low, coupled with global growth losing momentum in 
a synchronised way and a slowdown in trade. While all of this is only taking its 
toll on freight traffic for now, there is no doubt that passenger demand levels are 
going to feel the effects at some point.” 
 
He added “For EU airports, a no-deal Brexit is the most immediate risk. We are 
faced with the prospect of a capacity freeze on all UK-EU27 air routes, the 
modalities of which still need to be defined. If confirmed, UK airports would of 
course be the hardest hit, but many airports across the EU27 would also suffer – 
especially in Ireland and Spain, as well as smaller regional airports elsewhere 
that depend on UK traffic.”        
 
In November, passenger volumes expanded by an impressive +6.7% at EU 
airports, with the pace of growth having increased every month since last July 
(from +4.3%).  
 
Airports in Austria, Greece, Malta, Luxembourg and most of the Eastern countries 
of the EU bloc posted double-digit growth in passenger traffic – with German, 
Italian, Spanish, Irish and Cypriot airports also outpacing the EU average. At the 
other end of the spectrum, airports in Sweden kept losing passenger traffic (-
1.6%) - partly due to the national aviation tax - along with Slovenia (-3.6%).    
 
Accordingly, the following capital & larger airports achieved very dynamic growth: 
Vienna (+24.2%), Bratislava (+18.1%), Dusseldorf (+17.8%), Milan-Malpensa 
(+13.9%), Athens (+12.4%), Tallinn (+11.8%), Malta (+11.7%), Bucharest 
(+11.1%), Riga (+10.8%), Warsaw (+10.7%), Budapest (+9.1%), Rome-
Fiumicino (+8.5%), and Madrid (+8.2%). 
 
Meanwhile, passenger growth at non-EU airports stood at +5.3% in November 
– their weakest monthly performance since January 2018.  
 
This was due to decreasing passenger volumes at Turkish airports (-1%) – with 
the notable exception of Antalya (+25.9%) – and lower growth at Icelandic 
airports (+5.8%). Meanwhile, airports in Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Belarus and 
Montenegro kept posting double-digit growth – with particularly dynamic growth  
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for the following airports: Kiev (+33%), Pristina (+29.8%), Moscow-
Sheremetevo (+19.5%), Tbilisi (+19.4%), Kharkiv (+18.7%), St Petersburg 
(+18.1%), Moscow-Vnukovo (+15.1%), Minsk (+14.2%) and Sochi (+12.4%). 
 
Passenger traffic growth at the Majors (top 5 European airports) moderated at 
+3.6% in November compared to the previous month (+4.2%). This mainly 
reflected timid growth at Istanbul-Atatürk (+1.2%) and Amsterdam-Schiphol 
(+2.4%). Paris-CDG (+6.4%) posted the strongest performance, followed by 
Frankfurt (+4.7%) and London-Heathrow (+3.2%).  
 
Smaller & regional airports (less than 5 million passengers) also 
underperformed the European average with passenger traffic increasing by 
+4.9%. 
 
These robust passenger growth figures reflected continued airline capacity 
expansion, with November delivering the highest monthly increase in aircraft 
movements since January 2018 at +5.1%. 
 
Freight traffic decreased by -2.1% at EU airports and increased by +3.6% at 
non-EU ones in November. Amongst the top 10 European airports for freight 
traffic, only Liège (+17.9%), Madrid (+8.0%) and Istanbul-Atatürk (+6.9%) saw 
volumes increasing. All others posted declines: Frankfurt (-1.7%), Paris-CDG (-
5%), Amsterdam-Schiphol (-0.8%), London-Heathrow (-10.4%), Luxembourg (-
3.1%), Koln-Bonn (-0.7%) and Milan-Malpensa (-2.8%).  
 
During the month of November, airports welcoming more than 25 million 
passengers per year (Group 1), airports welcoming between 10 and 25 million 
passengers (Group 2), airports welcoming between 5 and 10 million passengers 
(Group 3) and airports welcoming less than 5 million passengers per year (Group 
4) reported an average adjustment +5.5%, +9.2%, +5.9% and +4.9%. 
 
The airports that reported the highest increases in passenger traffic during  
November 2018 (compared with November 2017) are as follows: 
 
GROUP 1:  Antalya AYT (+25.9%), Moscow SVO (+19.5%),  
London STN (+8.7%), Rome FCO (+8.5%) and Madrid (+8.2%) 
 
GROUP 2:  Berlin TXL (+47%), Kiev (+33%), Vienna (+24.2%),  
St Petersburg (+18.1%) and Dusseldorf (+17.8%) 
 
GROUP 3:  Seville (+20%), Thessaloniki (+16.4%), Faro (+15.8%),  
Krakow (+15.7%) and Heraklion (+15.6%)  
 
GROUP 4: Trapani (+553.3%), Foggia (+550%), Taranto (+366.7%), 
Mikonos (+252.4%) and Kutaisi (+132.5%) 
 
The ACI EUROPE Airport Traffic Report - November 2018 includes 245 
airports in total representing more than 88% of European air passenger traffic. 
The report is unique in that it is the only one to include all types of airline 
passenger flights to, from and within Europe: full service, low cost, charter and 
others. 
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Want more access to the latest airport traffic data? ACI EUROPE has developed a 
dedicated App providing just that. The App gives you all the usual key figures, but also 
enabling you to make customised comparison tables & graphs that can be downloaded and 
shared via email or social media. The App is available for iOS, Android and as a WebApp. To 
find out more, go to  
 
The ACI EUROPE Airport Traffic Report is a dedicated service for journalists available in the password 
protected ‘Airport Traffic Report’ section of the ‘Media room’ on our website www.aci-europe.org. 
Accredited members of the media November also access additional traffic analysis and comprehensive 
traffic databases. For your password to access these sections, please contact us by e-mail at: 
biljana.banjac@aci-europe.org. Your request will be validated and the password will be e-mailed to 
your work address. 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Robert O’Meara, Director, Media & Communications, ACI EUROPE 
mobile: +32 (0)486 54 14 71 or tel: +32 (0)2 552 09 82. 
Email: robert.omeara@aci-europe.org 
 
ACI EUROPE is the European region of Airports Council International (ACI), the only 
worldwide professional association of airport operators. ACI EUROPE represents over 500 
airports in 45 European countries. Our members facilitate over 90% of commercial air 
traffic in Europe: 2 billion passengers, 20 million tonnes of freight and 23.7 million 
aircraft movements in 2016. These airports contribute to the employment of 12.3 
million people, generating €675 billion each year (4.1%) of GDP in Europe. 
     
EVERY FLIGHT BEGINS AT THE AIRPORT. 
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